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Harry W. Greene
Emeritus Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Cornell University

Adjunct Professor, Department of Integrative Biology, University of Texas at Austin

Mailing address: Rancho Cascabel, P. O. Box 178, Pontotoc, TX 76869, U.S.A.
E-mail: harry.greene@austin.utexas.edu
Website: https://integrativebio.utexas.edu/component/cobalt/item/7-integrative-biology/4592-greene-harry?Itemid=1224
Born: September 26, 1945, Detroit, Michigan

Education:


Southwestern University (attended 1963-1966)


The University of Texas at Austin (UTX, attended 1966)


Texas Wesleyan College (B.S. in Biology, 1968)


The University of Texas at Arlington (UTA, M.A. in Biology, 1973)


The University of Tennessee (Ph.D. in Zoology, 1977)

Military service:


1968-1971: U.S. Army medic

Professional positions:

1977-1978: Assistant Professor of Anatomy, School of Veterinary Medicine, University of Pennsylvania

1978-1983: Assistant Professor of Zoology, Assistant Curator of Herpetology, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of California, Berkeley (UCB)

1982-1991: Visiting Faculty, Organization for Tropical Studies (OTS)

1983-1992: Associate Professor of Zoology, Associate Curator of Herpetology, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, UCB

1986-present: Research Associate, Department of Herpetology, California Academy of Sciences (CAS)

1992-1998: Professor of Integrative Biology, Curator of Herpetology, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, UCB

1996-2017: Consulting Editor for Organisms and Environments, University of California Press

1999-2016: Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Cornell University (CU)
1999-present: Faculty Curator of Amphibians and Reptiles, CU Museum of Vertebrates

2008: Visiting Scholar, Harvard Center for the Environment

2010-present: Stephen H. Weiss Presidential Fellow, CU

2014-2015: Senior Scholar, Center for Humans and Nature

2014-2020: Research Associate, National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution

2017-present: Emeritus Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, CU
2021-present: Adjunct Professor, Department of Integrative Biology, UTX
2022-present: Naturalist at Large, Biodiversity Field Station Network, UTX
Honors:


1974: Outstanding Graduate Student Award, University of Tennessee (UTN)

1974: Best Student Paper Award, Journal of Herpetology (for Greene1973b)


1976: Honors Fellowship, UTN

1977: Chancellor's Citation for Extraordinary Academic Achievement, UTN

1977: Smithsonian Postdoctoral Fellowship (declined)


1980: Class of 1936 Teaching Excellence Award, UCB

1981: Outstanding Publication Award, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (for Greene and McDiarmid 1981)

1983: Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS)

1984: Fellow, CAS


1993: Distinguished Teaching Award, UCB (campus wide)


1996: Distinguished Alumnus Award, UTA

1997: New York Times’ 100 Notable Books (for Greene 1997b)

1998: Silver Medal, Commonwealth Club of California (for Greene 1997b)

1998: Josef Laszlo Memorial Award, International Herpetological Symposium


1998: PEN Center USA West Literary Award (for Greene 1997b)

2000: Edward Osborne Wilson Award, American Society of Naturalists

2003: Merrill Scholars’ Most Influential Advisor Award, CU
2004: Henry S. Fitch Award for Excellence in Herpetology, American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists (ASIH)

2005: Outstanding Advisor Award, CU

2010-2011: Writer in Residence, Thinking Like a Mountain Foundation

2013: Business Insider’s “Top Ten Professors at Cornell”

2013: Southwest Books of the Year (for Greene 2013c)

2014: Honorary Life Member, Southwest Center for Herpetological Research

2014: Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences

2017: Honorary Member, Herpetologists’ League
2021: Elgaria peludoverde (Pliocene fossil alligator lizard named for “hairy green” by Scarpetta et al.)

2026: W. Frank Blair Eminent Naturalist Award, Southwestern Association of Naturalists
Endowed and other special lectureships:

1983: Frontiers in the Natural Sciences Lecturer in Biology, AAAS
1987: Hathaway Lecture in Ecology, Tulane University

1995: George M. Sutton Memorial Lecture, University of Oklahoma

1996: Distinguished Herpetologist Lecture, Herpetologists' League

2000: Donald W. Tinkle Memorial Lecture, University of Michigan

2001: Pittsburgh Eminent Biologist Lecture

2001: Hayes Memorial Lecture, Buffalo Museum of Science

2001: Keynote Address, Animal Behavior Society

2002: Walton Memorial Lectureship, University of Virginia

2003: Carl Atwood Memorial Lecture, University of Toronto

2003: W. T. Edmondson Memorial Lecture, University of Washington

2004: President’s Lecture, Old Dominion University

2007: President’s Inaugural Lecture, University of New Mexico

2009: Arthur G. Rempel Lecture, Whitman College

2011: The Nature Conservancy, national science meeting (banquet speaker)

2012: University of Tennessee, Knoxville (Darwin’s Birthday public lecture)

2012: World Congress of Herpetology (plenary lecture)

2012: University of Arkansas (graduate students’ invited speaker)

2013: Iowa State University (graduate students’ symposium keynote speaker)

2013: Bucknell University (Darwin’s Birthday public lecture)

2013: Graduate Students’ Storer Lecture, University of California, Davis

2013: L. Floyd Clarke Lecture, University of Wyoming

2013: Campus Colloquium Lecture, Centre College

2013: College of Science Dean’s Distinguished Speaker, University of Central Florida
2014: Kennedy Lecture, Ohio University

2014: John Tanner Distinguished Lecture, Brigham Young University

2014: Edward O. Wilson Biodiversity Symposium, University of Alabama

2014: Biodiversity and Macroevolution Distinguished Speaker, University of Kansas

2014: Biology of Pitvipers 2, Tulsa OK (keynote speaker)

2014: Parsons Lodge Lecture, Yosemite National Park

2014: Herpetological Association of Africa (plenary speaker)

2015: Schultz Speaker Series, University of Northern Colorado (two seminars)

2015: Colorado Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (plenary speaker)

2015: Arizona State University (campus-wide lecture)

2015: Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles (plenary speaker)

2015: World Congress of the International Society for Toxinology, Oxford University (keynote speaker)

2016: The Nature Conservancy and National Park Service, Island Rediscovery Workshop (keynote speaker)

2016: Omaha Zoo Special Speaker Series (public lecture)

2016: American Society of Naturalists, Vice President’s Symposium (speaker)

2017: Minot State University (Darwin’s Birthday public lecture)

2017: Isabelle Sprague Lecture, Mount Holyoke College

2017: Dean’s Distinguished Science Lecturer, University of Nevada Reno

2017: Robert M. Storm Distinguished Lecture, Oregon State University

2017: XI Latin American Congress of Herpetology, Quito, Ecuador (plenary speaker)

2017: Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, Berkeley (Natural History of the Vertebrates course centennial, banquet speaker)

2018: Deep Canyon Desert Research Center Lecture Series (public lecture)

2018: Trinity University (Darwin’s Birthday public lecture)

2018: International Herpetological Symposium (plenary lecture)

2018: University of Arkansas (graduate students’ invited speaker)

2019: Talks on Tap, 7 Sisters Brewing, San Luis Obispo, CA (public lecture)

2019: Biology of the Pitvipers 3, Rodeo NM (invited speaker)
2020: Beta Beta Beta, U. S. Air Force Academy (keynote speaker)

2021: Leopoldina, German National Academy of Sciences (plenary speaker)

2022: Biology of the Pitvipers 4, Rodeo NM (invited speaker)

2023: Kansas Herpetological Society, 50th Anniversary (plenary speaker)

2024: Bartholomew B. Brandt Lecture, North Carolina State University (graduate students’ invited speaker)

Other invited seminars, lectures, and presentations (recent only):


2010: Amherst College (seminar, class lecture)


2010: Oberlin College (seminar, class lecture)


2010: University of Nevada, Las Vegas (seminar)


2010: University of California, Santa Cruz (seminar)


2011: Texas Parks & Wildlife, annual state park naturalists meeting (workshop)


2011: NSF-sponsored conference on the future of natural history

2011: Little St. Simons Island (public lecture)


2011: Biology of the Rattlesnakes (conference plenary)


2011: Ecological Society of America (symposium speaker)


2011: State University of São Paulo, Rio Claro (seminar)


2011: Federal University of Mato Grosso do Sul (seminar)


2011: University of the Witwatersrand (seminar)


2012: Texas A&M University (2 seminars, class lecture)


2012: University of Tennessee, Knoxville (seminar)


2012: National Conservation Training Center (symposium speaker)


2012: Yale University (seminar)


2012: Colorado State University (2 seminars)


2012: Denver Museum of Science (public lecture)


2012: Duke University (3 seminars)


2012: Texas Master Naturalists’ Annual Meeting (2 workshops)


2013: Iowa State University (seminar)


2013: Bucknell University (seminar)


2013: University of California, Los Angeles (seminar)


2013: Northeast Fish & Wildlife Conference (symposium speaker)


2013: University of Rochester (seminar)


2013: University of California, Berkeley (seminar)


2013: Arizona Game and Fish Department (seminar)


2013: University of Wyoming (seminar)


2013: University of Central Florida (seminar)


2014: Utah State University Swaner Ecocenter (public lecture)


2014: Berkeley Natural History Museums’ East Bay Science Café (public lecture)


2014: University of California Press (seminar)


2014: Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, Berkeley (public lecture)


2014: Rio Theater, Santa Cruz CA (public lecture)

`
2014: Ohio University (seminar)


2014: Brigham Young University (2 seminars)


2014: University of Kansas (2 class lectures, 1 campus-wide colloquium)

2014: Tucson Magnet High School SANITY (Science and Nature in Tandem for Youth) Program (lecture)


2014: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Sanderson Snake Days (public lecture)


2014: East Texas Herpetological Society (banquet lecture)


2014: Houston Museum of Natural Science (public lecture)


2014: Notre Dame of Maryland University (seminar)


2014: Center for Humans and Nature (lecture and panel discussion)


2014: University of Santa Clara (campus-wide lecture)


2014: National Museum of Natural History, Senate of Scientists (banquet lecture)


2014: University of Witwatersrand (seminar)


2015: Howard University (seminar)


2015: National Museum of Natural History (public lecture and panel discussion)


2015: James Madison University (seminar)


2015: Prescott College Natural History Institute (public lecture)


2015: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Sanderson Snake Days (public lecture)


2015: National Zoo (seminar)


2016: University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology (seminar)


2016: University of Nebraska, Lincoln (2 seminars)

2016: Carey Institute for Ecosystem Science (public lecture)


2017: Minot State University (seminar)


2017: Keuka College (seminar)


2017: University of Nevada Reno (seminar)


2017: Oregon State University (seminar)


2017: American Society of Naturalists (symposium speaker)


2017: Harvard University (mammalogy class lecture)


2018: Deep Canyon Desert Research Center (co-existing with rattlesnakes workshop)


2018: Trinity University (seminar)


2018: Phoenix Zoo (public panel discussion)


2018: Shedd Aquarium (public panel discussion)


2018: Colgate University (seminar)


2018: Arizona State University (environmental ethics class lecture)


2019: Cal Poly San Luis Obispo (2 seminars)


2019: Colorado State University (2 seminars)


2019: Northern Colorado University (herpetology class lecture)

2020: Colorado State University (herpetology class lecture)


2020: Texas Christian University (anthropology class lecture)


2021: California Academy of Sciences (Snake Patrick’s Day talk and panel)


2021: UTX (biodiversity class lecture [T. Devitt])


2021: Advocates for Snake Preservation (public lecture)


2022: Center for Biodiversity, UTX (public lecture)


2022: Texas State University (seminar)


2022: UTX (biodiversity class lecture [N. Moran])


2022: University of Florida (conservation biology class lecture [S. A. Johnson])


2023: UTX (global change class lecture [K. Zamudio])


2023: Bolson Tortoise Conservation Team (invited remarks at USFWS event)


2023: UTX (paleontology seminar)


2023: UTX (herpetology class lecture [T. LaDuc])


2024: UTX (global change class lecture [K. Zamudio])


2024: UTX (ecolunch seminar)


2024: North Carolina State University (teaching seminar)


2024: Total Wines, Austin TX (2 lectures on nature-friendly spirits)


2024: Good Water Chapter, Texas Master Naturalists (public lecture)


2024: Keeling Center for Comparative Medicine and Research (seminar)

2024: Central Texas Herpetological Society (plenary lecture)


2025: UTX (global change class lecture [K. Zamudio])

Podcasts:


2024: Big Biology Podcast
https://www.bigbiology.org/episodes/2024/2/22/ep-116-rewilding-biology-with-harry-greene
2024: So Much Pingle: Herpetology Podcast


https://www.somuchpingle.com/2024/02/25/episode-94-herp-science-sunday-dr-alex-krohn-dr-harry-greene/

2024: Oriane Society: Snake Talk

 https://www.oriannesociety.org/snake-talk/?v=400b9db48e62
Other professional activities (selected):


2000: President, ASIH

2001-2003: Editorial Board, BioScience
2002-2006: Associate Editor, American Naturalist
2003-2010: Science Advisory Panel, Malpai Borderlands Group

2004-2012: Assembly of Delegates, OTS

2005-2007: Biodiversity Science and Education Initiative, Smithsonian Institution

2006-present: Editorial Board, South American Journal of Herpetology
2008-2014: Board of Trustees, Archbold Expeditions and Biological Station

2011-2013: Board of Directors, Natural History Network

2011-2020: Editorial Board, Journal of Natural History Education and Experience
2013: Conservation, Biology, and Climate Change Workshop, Harvard University Center for the Environment

2014-2021: Advisory Council, Natural History Institute

Foreign fieldwork: 

Germany, Spain, France, Italy, Mexico, Guatemala, Panama, Caicos Islands, Peru, Chile, Costa Rica, England, Ecuador, Kenya, Uganda, Vietnam, Canada, Brazil, South Africa, Namibia
Research and teaching interests:

Evolutionary and conservation biology, behavioral and community ecology, herpetology.
Publications:
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33. Greene, H. W. 1979a. (Review of) Systematics and Natural history of the American Milksnake, Lampropeltis triangulum, by K. L. Williams. Copeia 1979:180-181.
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36. Greene, H. W. 1980a. (Review of) Behavioural Ecology: an Evolutionary Approach, by J. R. Krebs and N. B. Davies. Journal of Mammalogy 61:168-169.

37. Greene, H. W. 1980b. Evolutionary biology of the dwarf boas (Serpentes: Tropidophiidae). American Philosophical Society Yearbook 1979:206-207.
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41. Jaksic, F. M., H. W. Greene, K. Schwenk, and R. L. Seib. 1982a. Predation upon reptiles in Mediterranean habitats of Chile, Spain, and California: a comparative analysis. Oecologia 53:153-159.

42. Cundall, D., and H. W. Greene. 1982b. Evolution of the feeding apparatus in alethinophidian snakes. American Zoologist 22:924 (abstract).

43. Greene, H. W. 1982c. Dietary and phenotypic diversity in lizards: why are some organisms specialized? Pp. 107-128 in D. Mossakowski and G. Roth (eds.), Environmental Adaptation and Evolution: a Theoretical and Empirical approach. G. Fischer-Verlag, Stuttgart.
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51. Greene, H. W. 1984b. Feeding behavior and diet of the eastern coral snake, Micrurus fulvius. Pp. 147-162 in R. A. Seigel, L. E. Hunt, J. L. Knight, L. Maleret, and N. L. Zuschlag (eds.), Vertebrate Ecology and Systematics: a Tribute to Henry S. Fitch. Special Publications of the Museum of Natural History, University of Kansas (10).
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77. Greene, H. W. 1991b. "Concluding remarks" for the 1989 Anolis symposium. Pp. 59-62 in J. B. Losos and G. C. Mayer (eds.), Anolis Newsletter IV, Division of Amphibians and Reptiles, National Museum of Natural History, Washington, D. C.
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